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Topic: Evacuation Plans for Multi-Story Residential Buildings
and the Importance of the Alarm System
Last updated: June 2024
Audience: General Public

® |nform the public about the sound of the alarm

system and how to respond.

Lesson Objective: e Highlight the importance of escape plans in

multi-story residential buildings.

Duration: e 15-20 minutes

[1 Ensure all attendees are seated and ready to
listen and interact. Welcome everyone and
thank them for attending. Highlight the role of
the Civil Defense in the community and their
continuous efforts to educate the public about
risks, prevention methods, and optimal
response strategies.

L] Inform them that the presentation is informal,
and they should feel free to ask questions
anytime.

[ Begin by asking the audience to imagine the
building they live in. Engage the audience by
asking, "Think about how you would exit the
building?"

[1 Ask again, "Do you exit the building the same
way every time?" Ask them to imagine
hearing the alarm, needing to exit but finding
their usual exit blocked.

Introduction
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[1 Ask, "How would you feel and what would you
do? Where would you go?"

[] Explain that most people use the same
entrances and exits for buildings, but it is
important to know different ways to exit in
case your usual exit is blocked.

[] Express your pleasure in being present to
discuss "Evacuation Plans for Multi-Story
Residential Buildings and the Importance of
the Alarm System".

L] Tell them: "We will talk about the importance
of recognizing the fire alarm sound in your
building, how to respond appropriately, and
the importance of having a fire escape plan in
case of a fire in your building."

Main Topic

[] Begin by asking the audience: "Have you
heard the fire alarm in your building?"

[ 1 Explain the importance of all family members
knowing the sound of the fire alarm in the
building and the importance of responding
every time they hear it.

[ ] Emphasize that the sound of the fire alarm
means there is a fire in the building, and
everyone should follow the fire evacuation
plan and leave the building when they hear
the alarm.

[] Point out that because of many evacuation
drills and alarms, many people become
complacent about responding. Ask the
audience to think, "What might happen if you
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heard the fire alarm, ignored it, and it was a
real alarm?"

[] Explain that fire evacuation plans are
important for all types of residences, whether
you are in a single-story building or a 50-story
building.

[] Stress to the audience that the important
thing is "to be ready to respond to the fire
alarm and that everyone in your family knows
what to do and where to go in case of a fire."

[] Explain to the audience that everyone feels
stressed and anxious in emergencies, but if
you have an emergency plan and practice it
regularly with your family, you will know
exactly what to do if there is a fire.

[1 Ask the audience: "What do you need to know
to create a fire evacuation plan?" Listen to the
answers and summarize them:

L1 Two ways or paths to escape from each room
in your home if you are in a single-unit
dwelling (villa).

[J The locations of all stairway doors on your
floor, available for escape after leaving your
apartment door (multi-story buildings).

[] The locations of all exit discharges on the
ground floor.

[] The location or place of the gathering point
outside the building where everyone will
meet, at a safe distance from the building.

[] Explain to the audience that all residential
buildings should have an emergency plan that
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outlines what residents are supposed to do in
case of an emergency. It should be displayed
in places where everyone can see and review
it, and the building management should
conduct an evacuation drill for residents at
least once a year.

[ Encourage the audience to participate in
emergency drills in their building and to
become familiar with the voice messages
directed to residents (in some buildings, voice
messages are sent to residents with
instructions alternating with the alarm sound).

[] Ask the audience: "Do you have an elevator
in your building?"

[J Emphasize that in case of fire, use the
stairways, do not use the elevator unless
directed by firefighters.

[] Explain to the audience that sometimes a
family member may have difficulty evacuating
through stairways (elderly or people with
disabilities), and they should be sure to know
the safe way to evacuate them by
coordinating with building management and
including it in the emergency plan.

Conclusion

[] Address the audience and inform them that
we have discussed "Evacuation Plans for
Multi-Story Residential Buildings and the
Importance of the Alarm System" and covered
a lot of important information. Summarize
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your talk with four points you hope the
audience will remember:

1. Make sure your family members recognize
the alarm sound in the building and respond
immediately when they hear it.

2. Make sure all family members know the
locations of two escape routes and their paths
to the gathering point.

3. Inform building management if any family
members cannot evacuate by traditional
means and need special evacuation
procedures.

4. Participate in emergency drills with your
family in the building.

[ Thank everyone for their time and
attendance. Distribute relevant informational
brochures. Encourage the audience to
explore more safety information through the
Civil Defense Authority’s digital library at
ADCDA.gov.ae.

For any comments or inquiries, please contact the Public Safety
Department at psd@adcda.gov.ae

Awareness content team 490 gil) (o giaall (3 8
Public Safety Department Aalad) Aadladd) 3 1)



